
Angalia Bianca  

 
Angalia “Bianca” was raised in Oak Park, Illinois by her father 

and paternal grandmother. Growing up, she was heavily spoiled 

and grew out of control. She began using drugs at 9 years old, 

dropped out of high school, started abusing heroin at the age of 

17, and went on to struggle with addiction for 36 years. At 19, 

she joined a gang and became a career criminal. Eventually she 

became homeless for over 20 years on the streets of Chicago 

and as a result of her lifestyle; she did not raise her 5 children 

and had not seen them for over 16 years.  
 

After her family disowned her, she lived in the housing projects 

on the west side of Chicago where the onslaught of violence 

meant that bullets would ricochet past her head daily. She saw many young people shot & killed 

from gun violence. She was very loyal to the streets and began to lose touch with reality. She 

believed that things would never get better. In January of 2011, her father died while she was in 

prison. She never had a chance to say goodbye and realized that she would die alone in the streets 

if she did not change her life. When she was released from prison on August 9, 2011 she paroled 

to a recovery home called A Safe Haven in Chicago, IL. She lived there for almost a year. There 

she learned basis life skills to stay sober and become self-sufficient, accountable and productive.   

Bianca has been sober since May 8, 2010. 

 

She began working for CeaseFire Illinois in December of 2011. Her personal experience has 

pushed her to relentlessly help inner city youth and young adults, who are involved in high risk 

street activity to make better choices to save their lives from senseless gun violence. 

 

Bianca started out working as a violence interrupter/outreach worker and in June of 2013 she was 

promoted to Supervisor. In October of 2013, she began working at the CeaseFire/Cure Violence 

headquarters at the University of Illinois at Chicago as an Implementation Specialist and National 

Cure Violence trainer. 

 

Today Bianca is a successful and productive law abiding citizen. She has reunited with her family 

& children and has dedicated her life to violence prevention and helping others.  

 


